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Hogan’s Alley Black Strathcona: Hogan’s Alley
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What was Hogan’s Alley? Hogan’s Alley was the unofficial name for a T-shaped intersection at the southwestern edge of Strathcona that formed the nucleus of Vancouver’s first concentrated Black community in the early 1900s.At its peak in the 1940s, Hogan’s Alley was home to more than 800 Black community members. There were several reasons the Black community of Vancouver clustered in this area: prevalence of affordable housing, proximity tothe railroads where many Black men worked as sleeping-car porters, and the restriction of racialized people from settling in other parts of the city due to institutionalized racism. Hogan’s Alley was a tight knit community of labourers,entrepreneurs, and families. It included Black cultural institutions such as “chicken house” restaurants, which often doubled as speakeasies. The heart of the community was the African Methodist Episcopal Fountain Chapel, the only Blackchurch in Vancouver.Fifty years ago, racist public policies, urban renewal schemes and the construction of the Georgia and Dunsmuir viaducts displaced this diverse immigrant enclave and dispersed the Black community. This displacement contributed to the lack of visibility and cohesion for Black community members in the following decades and even today. This history is important because it helps explain our current situation. Hogan’s Alley was once the heart of the Black community and a hopeful multi-racial and multi-ethnic community in the heart of Vancouver and this project will ensure that it will be once again.

https://youtu.be/ANX5kYh-8dc


Mission
The mission of Hogan’s Alley Society is to advance the social, 
political, economic and cultural well-being of people of African 
descent (Black People) through the delivery of inclusive housing, 
built spaces, and culturally informed programming and operations.

Vision
HAS envisions a society in which people of African descent are 
able to reach their full authentic potential, free from racism.

Hogan’s Alley Society
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Hogan’s Alley Society is working to advance the social, political, economic and cultural well-being of people of African descent (Black people) through the delivery of inclusive housing, built spaces, and culturally informed programming and operations. We are driven to create safe, affordable welcoming and culturally supportive housing to address the housing crisis, with a particular focus on Black communities and the most vulnerable members of our community.



Real Estate
● Community Land Trust
● Black Cultural Centre
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Hogan’s Alley Society has three strategic pillars: Real estate, Housing, and Community Engagement.REAL ESTATECommunity Land TrustEstablish a community land trust on the 898 Main Street block, realizing the vision created by the Hogan's Alley Working Group by owning and operating the built environment on the historic site of Black Canadians in Vancouver.We have signed an MOU with the City of Vancouver that sets out the terms for the negotiation of a long term lease for the 898 Main St block.Black Cultural CenterDevelop perspective of how a Black Cultural Centre on block 898 Main St. could address and serve the unique needs and desires of People of African descent in Metro Vancouver.Other developmentPartner with private developer to expand Black presence beyond 898 Main street block. Commercial unit for Black business. 19 social housing units.



Housing
● Nora Hendrix Place
● Community Care Program

○ Cultural Support
○ Garden Program
○ Housing Support
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HOUSINGTwo programs fall under the housing pillar, the first one is the Nora Hendrix Place transition, the second one is the Community Care program.Nora Hendrix PlaceHAS is in a tripartite agreement with Atira Property Management Inc and BC Housing to operate a 52-unit temporary modular social housing development on the Hogan’s Alley Block, called Nora Hendrix Place. Nora Hendrix Place prioritizes Black and Indigenous folks seeking to exit homelessness. The units serve as temporary housing until people are supported enough to find a permanent housing solution.HAS is in a mentorship and knowledge transfer relationship with Atira with the goal of building capacity to takeover the operations by end of 2023. Via this transition, HAS is taking a first step into becoming a housing operator.This advances the vision for the Hogan’s Alley Block towards the long-term goal of developing an asset-based model that can grow the capacity of racialized groups to participate in city-building and reduce persistent economic, social, political inequalities.Community Care ProgramWe support communities through our community care and cultural programming.Cultural support program: Offer cultural supports, cultural programing, basic needs supports for NHP residents and Black/African diaspora community members.Garden program: Offer garden and cultural programs for NHP residents and Black/African diaspora community members in line with the Community Care Strategy for Food Justice & Personal Care.Housing support program: Support vulnerable Black/African descent people in the Metro Vancouver area by reducing homelessness, prevention of homelessness and diversion into the shelter system specifically in vulnerable populations (Black/African).



Community 
Engagement
● Research and Advocacy

○ COVID-19 Vaccine 
Intentions Among Black 
Communities

○ HAS Black Housing 
Solutions Lab

● Community Building
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENTResearch and AdvocacyAnd engage in research driven community development and policy change focused on issues of importance to Black communities. COVID-19 Vaccine Intentions Among Black Communities: Explore the experience, attitudes, beliefs, and intentions of Black community members regarding the COVID-19 pandemic and vaccines.HAS Black Housing Solutions Lab: Provide a deeper understanding of the challenges Black communities in Vancouver face around accessing equitable housing. Create safe, affordable, accessible, and suitable housing solutions for Black CanadiansCommunity BuildingConvene Black communities to support community building, leverage community efforts, and engage in a collective vision. Engage with government, community partners, institutions, and the general public. Attract more Black community organizations and individuals to Hogan’s Alley and surrounding area.



Hogansalleysociety.org

@hogansalleysociety

@hogans_alley

hogans.alley

Ju

Join Us!
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We would love to connect with you through our website and via our social channels. 
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